Dear Editor:


Last weekend, I and HOW MANY employees of NAME OF PRACTICE/CLINIC here in COMMUNITY had the honor of participating in Wisconsin Dental Association and WDA Foundation’s second Mission of Mercy.  We joined more than 900 volunteers at Sheboygan North High school to provide more than $900,000 in free dental care – including extractions, fillings, cleanings and more – to over 2,000 patients in need.

The weekend was truly extraordinary. Patients from throughout Wisconsin arrived in extreme pain and left with a sense of relief and hope.
INCLUDE A COUPLE SENTENCES ABOUT A PERSONAL MOM VOLUNTEER/PATIENT EXPERIENCE HERE
 While getting people out of dental pain and infections are great accomplishments, our team hopes Mission of Mercy accomplished more.  

Mission of Mercy spotlighted the major challenges adults and children with limited financial resources face in accessing critical dental care in Wisconsin. These patients, ranging from toddlers to teens to working adults to the elderly, deserve more than emergency care in a high school gym one weekend a year. Dentists could treat patients in need every day in existing dental offices across Wisconsin – but the governor and the Legislature need to make oral health care a budget priority if that vision is to become a practical reality.

We’ll see a new administration in Madison in the coming months; regardless of who leads that administration, I hope improving the oral health of state residents with limited incomes is on the agenda. Dental professionals, policymakers and patients must work together to reduce dental disease and improve the oral health of all Wisconsin residents. The WDA Mission of Mercy shows the need is there. Together, we can address it.
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